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and not to the State or municipalities? What does it
matter? They are no longer under the capitalist system."1
They have been socialised. Co-operation has the advan-
tage of abolishing that capitalist surplus value against
which Marx railed. But "the surplus value taken from
the worker is restored to him, not indeed as a worker,
but as a consumer."2 The difference is unimportant; the
essential point is its abolition.
But, as against these real points of agreement, there are
fundamental differences which put Marxism on a plane
far removed from co-operation.
"Co-operation is really individualistic, for it implies
the steady, unceasing activity of individual efforts with a
goal in sight and moving towards it with a stubborn will,"
Gide wrote on the same page of this admirable lecture on
The Co-operative Programme. To our mind, it is just
because the co-operative system retains intact the indivi-
dualist mainspring at the basis of all economic activity,
with its spontaneity and inexhaustible resources of inven-
tion and renewal, that co-operation has proved fruitful
and beneficial, whereas State Socialism, the inevitable end
of Marxism, is proving daily more sterile both in eco-
nomic productivity ana in the provision of public and
private freedom. Co-operatcrs are quite different, Gide
continues, from Marxians, who believe themselves to be
always activated by the inevitability of historical material-
ism. "The Marxian revolutionary heroes think they are
obeying an urge, a process of evolution which dominates
them, whereas in co-operation it is its own high desires
which make and«guide evolution."3
Finally, one other equally serious disagreement: the
problem of the class war irremediably divides the two
schools of thought. Co-operators do not deny that the
class war exists, but they do not consider that co-operation
need have anything to do with it. Regarding man as con-
sumer, they see that unity and mutual aid in the co-
operative system can take the place of class conflict, and
1 Gide: If Programme cwfrtratiste* Lectures delivered at the College de
Fance, 1923-24, second edition, p. 69. a ffid., p. jq. 3 /&&?,, p. 71.

